Laboratory Animal Laws, Regulations, Guidelines and Standards in China Mainland, Japan, and Korea.
China, Japan, and Korea have spent decades developing and amending laws, regulations, and guidelines to address the humane care and use of laboratory animals. This process began in 1983 in China, 1973 in Japan, and 1991 in Korea and has continued to the present. The governmental oversight of research varies between these countries, ranging from regulations by multiple levels of government in China to self-regulation under multiple government guidelines in Japan. Common to all is incorporation of the internationally recognized principles of the 3Rs: replacement, reduction and refinement. This paper reviews how the framework of laws, regulations, and guidelines evolved in each of these countries, their current status, and the expectation that they will continue to evolve.